Eighth Grade Portfolio-

Proving you completed the mission of Nativity School and are ready to graduate.

The mission of Nativity School is to provide a solid academic education with a global perspective in which the arts and technology are integrated into the curriculum
-- all rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
The mission of Nativity comes in five basic chunks, each underlined in the above statement. As a near- graduate, it is your job, for your Language Arts fourth quarter exam, to prove that you have accomplished this mission by finding pieces of work (homework, projects, assignments, etc) that reflect each part of this mission. These assignments can be relatively new or very old. You will then write a one-page (minimum), typed letter for each segment, explaining how it demonstrates your accomplishment of that portion of the mission or how you have grown to accomplish that portion of the mission, if the assignment is older. 

The portfolio you complete will have the following five segments that correspond with the mission:

Part I: Solid Academic Education

Demonstrate the “solid academic education” you have received in the “traditional” subjects. This includes language arts, English, math, science and social studies. Select 2-3 pieces (minimum) that reflect your growth and accomplishments as an academic. Then, write a letter analyzing each piece, telling how it demonstrates your growth. There only needs to be one letter for the entire section. 

Part II: Global Perspective

Demonstrate the “global perspective” you have experienced in any of your subjects including foreign language, art, religion, gym and music. Select 2-3 pieces (minimum) that reflect your growth and accomplishments as a global citizen. Then, write a letter analyzing each piece, telling how it demonstrates your growth. There only needs to be one letter for the entire section.

Part III: Arts

Demonstrate your artistry by selecting 2-3 pieces (minimum) that reflect your growth as an artist. These pieces can come from any of the subjects involving the arts or can come from more traditional subjects. Write a letter analyzing each piece, telling how it demonstrates your growth. There only needs to be one letter for the entire section. If your pieces do not fit inside a traditional portfolio, you may either redesign the portfolio so that it is in a box or you may take photos of your work. Make sure the photos are of high enough quality so that the work can clearly be seen; if multiple photos of each piece are necessary, please feel free to include them.
Part IV: Technology
Demonstrate your ability to use technology in appropriate situations by selecting 2-3 pieces (minimum) that reflect your capabilities. These pieces can come from any of the subjects. Write a letter analyzing each piece, telling how it demonstrates your growth and/ or accomplishments. There only needs to be one letter for the entire section.

Part V: Rooted in the Gospel of Jesus Christ

Demonstrate your knowledge of the gospel or evidence of how you implemented that knowledge in your every day life. This can come from evidence of community service, religion assignments, fundraising efforts, volunteerism, etc. These can be pieces from school or outside of school. Select 2-3 pieces (minimum) that reflect your accomplishments/ growth. Then, write a letter analyzing each piece, telling how it demonstrates your growth and/ or accomplishments. There only needs to be one letter for the entire section.

Epilogue:

Finally: Write a letter about your hopes for the future and how you will use the knowledge you have acquired at Nativity School in your future endeavors. What are the most valuable lessons you will take away?

Compile all of this work in an attractive way. Your encasement should reflect the respect you have for your academic career.

 Portfolios will be due the week of May 16, 2011.

