Researching Famous Mistakes

As the final portion of our study in Learning from Mistakes, we are going to research famous mistakes that turned out wonderfully. Below you will see a list of possible topics to research. Each item was an invention discovered by mistake; in other words, it was intended to be something else or it wasn’t intended at all. Your job will be to discover who invented the item, what they were attempting to make instead, and current details about this item (how many people use it? Where can it be found? Include any interesting details and statistics you find). You will create a PowerPoint presentation, with an assigned partner, with your findings and present that PowerPoint to class. Having a flash drive will be very helpful for this project. Each person in class will have to choose a unique topic tomorrow; names will be drawn in class to determine who gets to pick first.  

Highlight your top five choices to help you and your partner make the best decision.

Bread

Potato Chips

Chocolate chip cookies

Ice Cream Cones

Tea

Fudge

Popsicles

Doughnut Holes

Cheese

Frisbee

Slinky

Silly Putty

Post-It Notes

Velcro

Aspirin

Dog guides for the blind

Penicillin

X-Rays

Ivory Soap

Glassblowing

Levi Jeans

Piggy Bank

Fingerprinting as detective work

Corn or Wheat Flakes

Coffee

Raisins

Kites

Peanut Brittle

Dry Cleaning

Photography

Dynamite

Cracker Jack

Vinegar

Worcestershire Sauce

Matches

Cellophane

Liquid Paper

Maple Syrup

Paper Towels

My top five choices:

1.__________________________

2.__________________________

3.__________________________

4.__________________________

5.__________________________

